
Submission: Art on the Atlanta BeltLine 2013 – Theresa Pedrotti 
 
Contact info:  
Theresa Simone Pedrotti 
1896 Connally Drive 
East Point, GA 30344 
404-767-5112 
teresa_asimina@yahoo.com 
  
Proposal:  
I love working with earth - everything not in the ocean is in a constant process of being in and out of the 
earth - and it is such an un-ownable material if you work it where it lays. Un-ownable makes it perfect 
for public sharing, already on site makes it perfect for graffiti, and I haven't met anyone yet who wasn't 
excited about finding some artifact, or a dollar, or a lost toy lying in the dirt. With this project, I intend to 
give art that cannot be bought, sold, stolen, or owned, only discovered. This project was originally 
undertaken to give something free, something fun, something temporary, to anybody in my 
neighborhood who happened to use my sidewalk. I would like to expand past this small area while 
remaining legit. I would have wanted to discover dinosaurs and fossils as a child, so that is where I am 
currently heading with this, give what I wanted. I plan to add regionally accurate dinosaurs, mainly 
hadrosaurs, to my project, but right now I am focused on the dinosaurs that would have thrilled me as a 
little child. I would like to sculpt a full sized T-rex skull to the side of one of the paths on the BeltLine.  

  
Summary of Proposed Work: 
  
The goal is to place subtle, temporary, earth-based sculpture in public pathways for discovery by 
passersby - especially children - of something fun and exciting to the general imagination, in this 
case dinosaur "fossils".  
  
Biographical information (please find resume on separate attachment) 

I am a representational visual artist working with earth and found materials across several disciplines, 
mainly, painting, sculpting and puppet making. I make the pigment I use in my paintings from rocks, 
minerals, and colored earths I find and purchases, binding the media with traditional egg tempera. I 
have been painting with this media since 1991. In addition to painting, I also sculpt figurative works from 
wood and other found objects, create temporary earthworks, and make bawdy marionettes with wood, 
paper, Sculpey© and whatever I have on hand. 
 
My stylistic influences include Paleolithic art, Eastern Orthodox icons, Japanese prints, Persian 
miniatures, and classical Greek sculpture, and I love the work of Ana Mendieta. 
  
I was born and raised in Attleboro, Massachusetts, and received my BFA in Painting from the Rhode 
Island School of Design where I developed skills in pigment/paint making. I now live and work in balmy 
East Point GA, just south of Atlanta. 
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List of materials and installation guidelines: 

The materials I'll need are: shovels/trowels, rakes, clay sculpting tools, tarps, water and containers or 
hoses for carrying/transporting water, work clothes, plastic sheeting, permanent markers, oversized 
paper, powdered charcoal, gasoline and child care/time. Of all the materials I will require it is the child 
care/time that is the most important and hard to come by. 

Production:  

 Will make to scale drawing of subject, trace onto thick plastic sheeting w/permanent markers, 
and cut/punch sheeting into a stencil. 

 Will scout appropriate site, preferably already clear and/or hard packed earth, on a hill side if 
possible, and visible from trail. 

 Stake out area to be worked, approx. 5 ft. x 3 3/4ft. with a depth/height of no more than 8 
inches off or into the ground. 

 Will clear any debris and plants (though would prefer to use site where nothing is growing), 
mark off outline using stencil and charcoal or contrasting colored earth. 

 Continue with initial digging in hard earth to further mark off area to be sculpted, then 
thoroughly wet the earth being worked. 

 Sculpt earth directly with common gardening tools (shovels/trowels etc.) plastic tarps, and clay 
sculpting tools. 

 
When sculpting is completed and the earth dries it tends to retain the shape it has been given for 
several months (in spite of rain and foot traffic, the triceratops I did Sept. 2012 lasted until I dismantled 
it in Nov. 2012). As degradation occurs I may re-sculpt the work or leave it to disintegrate depending 
on whether the disintegration is visually compelling or not. 
  
  
Proposed budget for materials and support needed for creation of earthwork on the Beltway 

 $0-$100 - water to soften earth for sculpting 0 - $100 (estimate. if rain or onsite source 
available may not need to purchase/transport)  

 $25 - tarps to work on/with and to cover the work during installation  
 $20-$30 - oversized paper for mapping out design  
 $20 - plastic sheeting for transfer of design to site  
 $15 - sharpies for copying design from paper to plastic sheeting  
 $15 - powdered charcoal to mark out area/details to be sculpted  
 $30 - trowel/shovel/misc. tools  
 $10-$40 - buckets and/or hoses  
 $20 - work clothes  
 $260 to $540 - child care during installation (approx.) 6 to 12 hours, and maintenance 

(approx..) 6 to 12 hours, and un-installation (approx..) 1 to 3 hours at $20 per hour x 13 
to 27 hours = $260 $540  

 $20-$40 -gas to/from (approx. depending on cost at time of installation)  
 $182 - $378 - Artist's fee (matches hourly wage at current position, Sr. Accounting 

Assistant for the Acquisitions Dept. at Georgia State University Library) 

High $1253 - low - $617 


